
59 Bayley Historic District 
Route 5, Newbury, Vermont 
 

The Bayley Historic District is one of six historic districts found in 
Newbury, Vermont, named in honor of the Bayley family.  General Jacob 
Bayley (1726-1815) was founder of Newbury and a prominent military 
figure in Vermont’s history, known for his role in the construction of the 
Bayley-Hazen military supply route during the American Revolution.  

The Bayley-Hazen Military Road, named for Jacob Bayley and Moses 
Hazen, ran from Newbury to Hazens Notch near the Canadian border. Its purpose was to create a 
route for invasions of Quebec by Continental Army forces. Bayley constructed approximately six miles 
of the road at his own expense before construction was stopped by rumors that the British were 
coming to invade the small communities along the route and to stop further construction. In 1779, 
under General George Washington's instructions, Moses Hazen renewed construction of the road, 
extending it through the present day communities of Cabot, Walden, Hardwick, Greensboro, 
Craftsbury, Albany, and Lowell. Portions of the road's route are used by modern roads today.  

General Bayley died in his son’s house, known as the Bayley-Cobb House within the Bayley Historic 
District, in 1815. The Federal style house was built in 1785 by Isaac Bayley, and remained in the 
Bayley family for several generations.  Many members of the Bayley family have lived within the 
Historic District over the years. 

The oldest structure in the Bayley Historic District and one of the oldest in Newbury is the Lawrie-
Dwyer House, which stands at the fork of Vermont Route 5 and Oxbow Street.  It dates to the 1780s 
and was used as the congregational parsonage for many years.  Although the house has undergone 
some changes and updates, such as aluminum siding and a new Federal style front door, its original 
massing and fenestrations remain intact. 

Within the Bayley Historic District there are 12 main structures and several associated barns and 
outbuildings in total.  The Bayley Historic District is residential in nature with the exception of the 
Greek Revival styled Oxbow DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) Chapter House, originally a 
school house. The District’s buildings which date from the late 1700s to the mid 1800s, represent 
some of the oldest buildings in Newbury, and are regarded as a well preserved collection of mostly 
Federal and Greek Revival styled buildings. Other architectural styles, such as French Second Empire 
and Italianate Revival, are also represented. In general, the buildings that align Route 5 were 
constructed earlier, and those on the side roads were built later.  Despite their difference in age, all 
the structures have a somewhat uniform appearance as they are wood framed and 1 ½ to 2 ½ stories 
tall.   



The Bayley Historic District was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1983. Other 
historic districts found within the town of Newbury are Newbury Village, Wells River, West Newbury, 
South Newbury and Oxbow. 
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